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Thank you for picking up this July edition
of GoLocal!
Coinciding with the month we celebrate our independence, some of our stories
this month are related to local and national history; and one is all about service
and bravery.
When something tragic happens, it takes up space and time in the news for a
while, and then it fades for the next thing. For the people most impacted by the
tragedy, what happened never fades. Writer Jeff Falk was graciously granted an
interview with Lora Lebo, the widow of Lebanon Police Lt. William “Bill” Lebo,
who was killed in the line of duty on March 31. She shares with us the kind of
person Bill was outside what we learned about him upon his death, and we felt it
was not only important to honor him in this way, but essential to recognize exactly
what we lost, and what he had contributed over his decades of service.
Even if you’re very familiar with Fredericksburg, I’m pretty confident you
will find at least a dozen things in the new Fredericksburg history book that you
didn’t know. Four siblings born and raised there – Bonnie Bicksler, Kathy Bicksler
Stouffer, Larry Bicksler and Terry Bicksler -- joined with another historian, Michael
Strauss, to put together the most complete history book on the community to
date. You can read about why they did it and a little bit about what they learned –
and how to get a book, in the story on page 27.
The best story ideas come from GoLocal readers, and Pat Neidlinger of
Jonestown proves my point. She called me one day and said “I don’t think a lot of
people know about the 40 and 8, or the Merci Train,” and my answer was “The who
and the what?” And a story was born. She not only gave me the information she
had, she told me what else to look for and what month would be best to run the
story. Thanks, Mrs. Neidlinger!
I took one for the team in visiting the Farmers Market in Hershey. Before you
say anything about it being on a Thursday, you can probably get there pretty easily
after work, it goes until 6:30 p.m. Just don’t say I didn’t warn you about coming
home with a load of good stuff. Whether you need a few more plants for the yard
or fresh cut flowers for the house, bread for dinner or meat for the grill, or enough
fresh vegetables to skip the chain stores altogether, the market has been going
strong for more than a decade with the premise of healthy living!
Don’t forget to check Nicky’s unique taco recipe before you hit the farmer’s
market so you can get some of your ingredients there! As for this month’s Einstein,
it’s totally a history quiz and I’m not going to divulge my score. Some things are
better left unsaid.
Until we visit again in August, enjoy your summer, be kind, and save gas by
shopping and playing local!
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Batz Farm Market

Now Open!

Local Farm Fresh
USDA inspected Beef,
Pork & Chicken.
Check Batz Farm on Facebook
for Weekly Market Hours

• Retail Beef,
Pork, Poultry
• Goat Milk Soap
• Natural Hope Herbals
• Gifts

The Home Inspector Inc.
• Buyers Home Inspections
• Sellers Home Inspections
• Home Maintenance Inspections
• Indoor Air Quality Testing
• Mold Inspections and Testing
• Radon Gas Testing
• Termite Inspections
Schedule online at www.thehomeinspectorinc.com
Call or Text Dave Glick at 717-926-1206

GRANTVILLE, PA

45 Bullfrog Rd., Grantville, PA 17028
717-712-7660 • www.BatzFarm.com

Home Inspections • Termite • Radon • Water • Mold

Family Is The Difference
At Our Funeral Homes

618 East Main Street, Annville, PA 17003
Phone: 717-867-4811
Fax: 717-867-1068

www.kreamerfuneralhome.com
Christian S. Kreamer, Supervisor

5 Campmeeting Road, Jonestown, PA 17038
Phone: 717-865-5215
Fax: 717-865-3412

www.kreamerlumfh.com
Steven P. Lum, Supervisor
4 July
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Who in Central Pennsylvania knows
about the active and elite arm of the
American Legion, La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux, commonly
called the “Forty and Eight?”
Today there are still 25 active chapters
in Pennsylvania, although the group is no
longer directly aﬃliated with the Legion.
History of the Forty et Eight
The Forty and Eight draws its origins from World War I, when millions
of young Americans were sent to France
to fight in the war and encountered the
Voiture, or boxcar.
“The narrow gauge railroads of France
had boxcars that carried little more than

Bob & Pat Neidlinger 1987.
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half the capacity of American boxcars,
and these were used to transport soldiers
to and from the fighting fronts.
“It was funny to see forty full-sized
Americans, padded out with full packs
and rifles, riding in one of those pint-sized
boxcars – even the horses laughed,” reads
the history introduction in a 2009 program for the 90th Grande Voiture Promenade in Williamsport, PA. The program
belongs to Pat Neidlinger of Jonestown.
She attended events like the Grande Voiture Promenade (similar to a state conference) with her late husband Bob, a US
Army Veteran, American Legionnaire and
former member of Chapter 55 of the Forty and Eight in Lebanon County.
After World War 1, soldiers received
a discharge pay of $60 and, according to
the same history piece in the program,
“What a laugh! No jobs, no clothes and no
girls. You see, there was no American Legion during World War I. Therefore there
was no one to fight for the rights of the
men who were away fighting the war. The
American Legion was quickly organized
and began its long fight for fair treatment
of Veterans and their families.
“Needing a place to blow off steam, a
place where they could laugh together at

their troubles, the young Legionnaires remembered the close brotherhood of the boxcars and decided to reproduce it as an inner
organization of chosen Legion comrades.
“On June 18, 1920 a group of American Legion members met in the Allen
House at the northeast corner of 7th and
Hamilton Streets, Allentown, PA. Here
now stands the First National Bank of
Allentown. The purpose of the gathering was to give birth to an organization
known as 40 Hommes et 8 Chevaux. The
name is derived from those French box
cars used in World War I which transported 40 men or 8 horses.
“The organization, designed to be the
honor and fun society of The American
Legion, has sponsored many outstanding
programs over the years. Among these
are nurses training, child welfare, contributions to the leprasarium in Carvelle,
Louisiana, and many others.”
In keeping with the French origin of
the Forty & Eight, all the titles, programs
and gatherings go by a French name. Each
group or chapter is a Voiture (French for
railroad car); the annual gathering is the
Grande Promenade; the top position in
July 5

Local 40&8 members with their train.

the Forty and Eight is the Chef de Gare
(station master) and the second in command is the Chef de Train (conductor).
In 1963 a women’s organization was
formed to support the programs and principles of the Forty and Eight, La Societe de
Femme. Their state gatherings were held
in conjunction with the Grande Voiture
Promenade, called Grande Rendevous.
Impacting lives
In Central Pennsylvania, the earliest
benefactors of the Forty and Eight’s work
have most likely passed on. The organization helped pay for Diptheria vaccine
toxin when parents couldn’t afford it in
1932; made sure every serviceman on
transport ships overseas had a deck of
cards starting in 1941; began providing
free telephone calls home for wounded
WWII servicemen in 1945; and invested
in the leprosy research hospital in Carville, La. in 1947 by purchasing a printing
press and other equipment to turn out
the patient-published magazine, The Star,
to “fight against the ignorance which surrounds the disease.”
Charitable work by the Forty and Eight
in the 1960s and later include nurses
training scholarships given to students
by chapters at the local level starting in
1963; Flag education, Memorial Day pro6 July

grams, Boys State, Girls State, Scouting
and the Christmas Tree of Lights program
were carried out by local Voitures across
the country.
The Forty and Eight also made several
charitable trust donations to major hospitals for juvenile diabetes research, Cystic
Fibrosis research, and major equipment
purchases at hospitals in Colorado, Florida and Tennessee through its trust fund.
How you might remember them
The members of the Forty and Eight

stay true to the train theme. As Mrs. Neidlinger remembers her husband, Bob, and
his fellow members doing, each Voiture
would “take a vehicle and make a train
out of it and take it to events.”
Some Voitures had more than one
train, she recalled, and they would be in
parades and at annual events in the communities. Children would get to ride in the
“train” at picnics or festivals for a small
fee, and any money collected went to the
local charity or purpose of the event.
Mrs. Neidlinger, now 92, remembers
how involved the Forty and Eight’ers
were with the train, and how it was taken
around the community quite frequently,
and they had a place to store it when it
wasn’t in use. As she remembers it, getting the local Voiture’s train out and
about to the communities around Lebanon County was a frequent project of the
membership, not just an occasional thing.
Her husband, Bob, who was a truck
driver by trade, passed away in 2013.
The Merci Train
It seems natural that the Quarante
Hommes et Huit Chevaux took charge in
1949 when The Merci Train, also known
as the French Gratitude Train, made its
way to the United States.
The Merci Train was the 1949 Europe-

Voiture 55 of Lebanon County’s, 40 & 8 Train,
made out of a vehicle and used in parades and community events.
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to-U.S. response to the 1947 Friendship
Train, which collected foodstuffs from
American donors for transport to the
struggling people in France and Italy following the war.
The Merci Train was 49 French boxcars
– just like the ones that carried the soldiers to battle -- filled with “gifts of gratitude” that arrived in New York City on
Feb. 3, 1949 to be divided among the 48
states, with one car to be shared between
the District of Columbia and Hawaii.
The cars were filled with dolls, statues,
clothes, ornamental objects, art and furniture gifted from over 6 million citizens
of France and Italy.
“The Merci Train played an important,
but little known (today), role in the historic friendship that has existed between
our two nations since before America
gained its independence. In fact, the
French people fought with us to achieve
that status, and also gave us another gift
which has become an important symbol
of America’s freedom around the world,
The Statue of Liberty,” according to the
Merci Train website.
Forty and Eight members in each state
participated in the Merci Train welcoming ceremonies and in many states took
responsibility for maintaining the boxcar
in museums or display settings.
Pennsylvania’s Merci car, filled with
10,000 gifts, made two stops before
reaching the final destination of Harrisburg: Philadelphia on Feb. 5, 1949; and
Lancaster, Feb. 6, 1949.
According to Dorothy Scheele, historian, “Despite a complete inventory
of the gifts, their whereabouts are now
almost completely unknown. The most
noteworthy is an automobile. An electrician named Rouen gave one of the first
petroleum operated vehicles ever made in
France. The whereabouts of this car is a
complete mystery.
“All of the state’s gifts, until recently,
shared this same fate. However, about 50
small items in two counties have been recently located.
Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

Pennsylvania’s Merci Train car, received in 1949, has been restored and is on display at
Fort Indiantown Gap near the community club.
Below is the dedication plaque explaining the origin of the Merci tarin.

“Blair County Historical Society has 20
Merci gifts and Lycoming County Historical Society has about 30. To date, these
are the only gifts known to exist.
“Like the gifts themselves, Pennsylvania’s Merci car eventually drifted into obscurity. The Preservation Committee and
the Pennsylvania National Guard rescued
the car from oblivion and raised funds
to restore it. A dedication ceremony was
held in November, 1986. The boxcar,
looking brand new and bearing shields
of the French provinces on the sides, is
on display at Indiantown Gap National
Guard Post near Annville, PA.”

Lebanon County no longer has a Voiture, but it’s rich history lives on in any
recipients of the scholarships or programs; childhood memories of riding in
the train; and in its founding inspiration:
a car big enough for 40 men or 8 horses,
just like Pennsylvania’s gifted Merci Train
car, on display at Fort Indiantown Gap.

Andrea Rich
July 7

Support
These
Local
Businesses

poorrtt
pp
ese
ocal
nesses

Support
These
Local
Businesses

Support
These
Local
Businesses

Support
These
Local
Businesses

Support
These
Local
Businesses

Shop Myerstown
BANKRUPTCY
$5,000.00, $10,000
or more in
credit card debt?

CHAPTER 7
or CHAPTER 13

FREE CONSULTATION

Bankruptcy allows
an Honest Debtor a

“FRESH START”
Stop: Creditor Lawsuits,
Foreclosures, & Collection Calls

PEACE OF MIND
Starting at $550 plus costs

(717) 628-5180

THE LAW OFFICES OF
LEONARD ZAGURSKIE, JR.
110 West Main Avenue, 1st Floor,
Myerstown, PA 17067

WASHERS •DRYERS •REFRIGERATORS •RANGES •STEREOS •SMALL APPLIANCES •DISHWASHERS •MICROWAVES

ON TVs AND APPLIANCES
Financing & Delivery Available

•Maytag •Frigidaire •Bosch •Electrolux
•Samsung •Whirlpool •Fisher-Paykel •Speed
Queen •LG •Amana •SONY •GE

1190 S. College St., Route 501 & ELCO Drive,
Myerstown, PA 17067
717-628-1731 or 1-888-612-9505

Hours: Mon., Wed., Thurs. 9 am - 8 pm;
Tues. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm; Sat. 9 am - 4 pm • Closed Sun.

www.tombmorrissey.com

•MICROWAVES •TELEVISIONS •FREEZERS •WASHERS •DRYERS •REFRIGERATORS
•

•WASHERS •DRYERS •REFRIGERATORS •RANGES •STEREOS •SMALL APPLIANCES•

We are a debt relief agency: “We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy code.”

Our schedule is

filling up fast!
Book your fall maintenance

tOday!

We offer a wide variety of services and products:
Spray Services, Landscaping and Hardscaping

MICROWAVES •TELEVISIONS •FREEZERS •WASHERS •DRYERS •REFRIGERATORS •RANGES •STEREOS •WASHERS

Large selection of trees and shrubs
Mulch, Rocks and Stone and much more.

Come in and see
for yourself!
M Y E R S T O W N

694 E. Lincoln Ave.,
Myerstown, PA 17067
(717) 866-7015

803 W. Main St.,
Palmyra, PA 17078
(717) 838-7270

www.myerstownsheds.com • sales@myerstownsheds.com
8 July

561 W. Main Ave., Myerstown
717-866-4107
Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat 8-3

althousesnursery.com
Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area
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Shop Myerstown

GOOD,
FIRESTONE &
REMLINGER

Quality is Our Standard
of Measurement

Certified Public Accountants,
Management Consultants
55 West Main Avenue,
Myerstown

(800) 648-6427
(717) 866-5734
FAX: (717) 866-7491

Eat Dessert
First!

Catastrophic Injury Cases, Auto,
Motorcycle, Truck Accidents, Wills, Estate Planning,
Estate Settlement, Living Wills, Powers of Attorney,
Real Estate, Title Insurance, Zoning, Municipal Law,
Corporation & Business Law, Criminal Law,
Auction Sale Conditions,
Divorce, Custody And Support

498 E. Lincoln Ave., Myerstown, PA 17067 • 717-866-9043
Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

36 West Main Avenue, Myerstown, PA 17067
717-866-5737
www.steinersandoe.com
July 9

Join

Dollar General

Distribution Center in Bethel Pa to start your new career ToDaY!

neW PaY raTeS!
no eXPerienCe neeDeD.

Weekly Pay.

NOW HIRING
Full-time & Part-time

3 or 4 Day Work Week
Bethel Distribution Center
Apply online today at:

www.dollargeneral.com/careers
or Text DGWAREHOUSE to 25000
10 July
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1
2
3
4
5
6

Who came after John Adams
as President of the United States?
(a) John Quincy Adams (b) Thomas Jefferson
(c) Lydon B. Johnson (d) Theodore Roosevelt

What crime were Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg convicted of (and executed for)?
(a) Bank robbery
(b) Giving nuclear secrets to the Soviet Union
(c) The assassination of James Garfield
(d) Witchcraft

Where was the
Constitutional Convention held?

7
8
9

During what war was
the White House burned down?
(a) The War of 1812 (b) Revolutionary War
(c) Civil War (d) World War II

Who was President at the time of the
Louisiana Purchase?
(a) Grover Cleveland (b) Andrew Jackson
(c) Thomas Jefferson (d) James Madison

In exchange for the USSR taking its missiles
out of Cuba, which of these countries did
the US remove missiles from?
(a) China (b) Norway (c) Turkey (d) West Germany

(a) Boston (b) Las Vegas
(c) Philadelphia (d) New York

What do people falsely claim that Abner
Doubleday invented in 1839 at his home in
Cooperstown, New York?
(a) A way to communicate with the deceased
(b) Baseball (c) Blue jeans (d) The revolver

What did George Washington warn against
in his farewell address of 1796?
(a) A British conquest (b) Large corporations
(c) Political parties
(d) The advancement of military technology

Why were the Brooklyn Dodgers
known as the Dodgers?
(a) They dodged baseballs
(b) They dodged the draft
(c) They dodged their wives
(d) They dodged trolleys

goLocalmag.com

Your Score:
# CORRECT
7-9
5-6
2-4
0-1

ANSWERS:

IQ
160
110
50
3

RANKING
Genius
Brainiac
Moderate
Try Again

(1) b (2) b (3) c (4) b (5) c (6) d (7) a (8) c (9) c

Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area
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ZEVIA SODA
Refreshing, full of flavor and super tasty!

The healthier alternative to conventional sodas and diet sodas.
Zevia contains no artificial ingredients without sacrificing
flavor. Sweetened with plant-derived stevia leaf extract
and available in 14 delicious flavors, we’re the naturally
sweetened pop you and your family will crave.

Always zero calories, zero sugar
and no artificial sweeteners!

Mast’s Health Cupboard

484 W. Washington Ave. (behind West Side Pizza),
Myerstown, PA 17067 • 717-866-7046
Mon., Tues., Fri. 8-6 • Wed., Sat. 8-3 • Thurs. 8-8

Black
Swan...
own a piece of history
20,000 Sq. Ft. of Antiques & Collectibles
All items available at Black Swan

Open 7 days a week • 10am to 5pm

12 July

61 W. Front St., Palmyra (ENTRANCE IN REAR)
717-867-4400

Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

—— July 4th ——

MATTRESS & FURNITURE SALE!
FREE MATTRESS DELIVERY, SETUP, & REMOVAL!
Free mattress delivery up to 10 miles, with $799 minimum purchase.

$25 OFF

$75 OFF

purchase of
$249 or more

Our Menu Also Includes...

purchase of
$749 or more

— OR —

• Our Specially Marinated
Broasted Chicken
• 1⁄3 lb. Fresh Angus Burgers
• Salads, Wraps, Pretzel Sandwiches
• Stir Frys • Country Style Platters
• Delightful Italian Dishes
• Fresh Seafood & Steaks
• Homemade Desserts and Much More
• Children’s & Senior Citizens Menu

$150 OFF

Customers across the country
rave about our

Carrot Cake!

YoU HaVe to trY It!

purchase of $1499 or more
Sale runs 6/21 to 7/12/2022. Excludes prior purchases, other offers,
discounts, and coupons. See store for complete sale details.

Ask About Our Weekly Chef Specials

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner: 6 Days Per Week
Monday Closed.
Tues. - Sat. 7 AM - 7 PM; Sun. 8 AM - 2 PM

Call Us At (717) 367-0346
81 Hershey Road,
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

717.367.0346

Mon-Fri 10-7; Wed & Sat 10-4 • www.dreamlandmattress.net

Check out our website at

www.countrymeadowsrestaurant.net

707 West Lincoln Ave. (Rt 422), Myerstown, PA
Halfway between Myerstown & Lebanon

Call: 717-866-4044

with Menu and Daily Specials!
Rent-To-Own
Sheds

Financing Available
We Do Site Prep
& Delivery

FENCING

STORAGE SHEDS

BOOK YOUR
JOB NOW
FOR SUMMER!
DECKS WITH RAILING

• DECKS & RAILING • FENCING
• SHEDS & GAZEBOS
• SWING SETS • POLY FURNITURE
• PAVILIONS & PERGOLAS
• MULCH & STONE • SHRUBS & TREES

PAVILIONS

FENCING/DECKING
RAILINGS/SHEDS
PERGOLAS/PAVILIONS

100 OFF

$

any purchase of $1,500 or more
FONTANA OUTDOORS LLC
717-867-2244

PERGOLAS

With this coupon. Not valid with other
offers or prior purchases. Expires 7/30/2022.

POLY FURNITURE

1901 Horseshoe Pk. Annville • 717-867-2244
fontanaoutdoors.com Check our website for current hours.
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ARE YOU TIRED OF THE OLD WINDOW SHAKER?
COLD DRAFTS? BUGS?
BACKACHE FROM MOVING AC IN AND OUT?
INFINITE COMFORT

MISSING THE AWESOME VIEW?

Call today to schedule an evaluation!
• Less Ductwork means more savings. Most systems feature
no ducts to save you money from duct loss.
• Individual Zoning allows you to heat or cool the areas you
want, and not the areas that are unoccupied.
• High Efficiency Ratings result in lower utility bills and
potentially qualify for utility company rebates.
• Easy Installation Fujitsu systems install quicker and with
less mess than conventional heating and cooling systems.
• Showcased or Hidden Choose from several indoor unit
styles - cassette, fl oor mount, slim duct or wall mount.

BROWNSTOWN
4216 Oregon Pike

717-859-3131

14 July

CLEONA

308 W. Penn Ave.

717-273-7555

EPHRATA

1717 W. Main Street

717-733-7730

MYERSTOWN

740 E. Lincoln Ave.

717-866-7555

fujitsugeneral.com

READING

QUARRYVILLE

610-401-0390

717-786-7373

4850 Perkiomen Ave. 2318 Beaver Valley Pike

martinsappliance.com
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Finding healthy eating and healthy
living at The Farmers
Market in Hershey
Under the expansive white tents in
a field where Milton S. Hershey’s own
cows once grazed, the Farmers Market in Hershey brings together the
region’s agricultural producers, food
providers and makers with the health
and wellness community.
On the grounds of the Cocoa Beanery
off Bullfrog Road, near the west campus
of Penn State Medical Center, The Farmers Market in Hershey has been operating
continuously since 2010. The brain child
of a Penn State College of Medicine faculty member and a College of Medicine
research scientist, what could be better than drawing the community in for
the healthy benefits of locally produced
farm goods and also offering free health
screenings and health education?
“The Farmer’s Market is a great way
to kick start healthy eating and living,”
Heather Freeland, market manager since
2020, said.
The market is held every Thursday
from 2:30-6:30 p.m. May through October at 1215 West End Ave., Hummelstown, PA 17036.
Originally the market was able to draw
all of its agricultural vendors from a 25
mile radius of the campus. With changing dynamics in agriculture and land use,
Freeland said the fresh produce and protein offerings are more regional because
there aren’t as many farms in the smaller
radius that applied 12 years ago.
Whether the products come from a local Hershey community garden (honey and
beeswax products) or Dover, Miﬄintown
or Hallifax, the end-result is the same:
farm market shoppers are buying directly
from the grower, learning how things were
grown and harvested and what was or was
Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

not involved in that process (such
as genetic modifications in plants
and produce growing, or antibiotic
use in meat animals).
Because buyers can talk directly
to the producer, suggestions on recipes, cooking tips or uses for different vegetables or meat cuts are easy
to get and can introduce the family
to a whole new favorite meal!
Weekly offerings include inseason fruits and vegetables and
proteins like meat and eggs; fresh
Jennifer Bradbury of Camelot Valley packages
breads and rolls; fruit products
some of her artisan goat cheeses for a customer
like jams, butters and syrups; and
at the Farmers Market in Hershey. Below,
Heads of fresh lettuce are offered by an area
specialty products ranging from
farm at the market as well.
mushrooms to perennials, lavender products to handmade soaps,
and fresh cut flowers to goat cheese.
Some of the vendors are rotational
throughout the season, Freeland said, due
to the nature of what they offer, such as
fermented foods or handmade crafts. Produce, proteins and breads are weekly. There
are 22 vendors under contract for 2022.
Because all vendors are under the market’s signature big white tents, the event
is held every Thursday May through October, rain or shine. Once buyers get from
the parking lot to the tent, they are shopping out of the rain and on dry ground.
The market is only cancelled when weather is severe enough to close Hersheypark.
The wellness program offerings also
change weekly, as does the live music.
For a list of the week’s vendors, check
The Farmers Market in Hershey Facebook
Page on Thursdays. For more information
about the vendors and their practices,
links are provided from the Market’s webpage, farmersmarketinhershey.com.
Andrea Rich
July 15

Let’s Have Fun This SUMMER!
We Have Batteries To Power Your Recreation

• Golf Carts • ATVs
• Boats • RVs
• Motorcycles
• Motor Homes

Humane Society
of Lebanon County

Thrift
Shop

and Much More!

129 Cumberland Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-274-3435
www.lebanonhumane.org

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-12 Noon
125 Schneider Drive, Lebanon, PA 17046 • 717-273-8884
500 E Penn Ave., Wernersville, PA 19565 • 610-927-3717

www.BatteryWarehouseInc.com

Largest selection of
craft beers.
Stop in for
all your
party
needs.

Adult
Slushies
Are Here

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed Closed • Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun 9AM-3PM

Air Conditioning
Installation And Repair
For All
Your
Summer
Holiday
Gathering
Needs!

• New Installations
• Upgrade or Replacement
• Repairs
• Preventative Maintenance
• Drain & Sewer Repair
• Plumbing • Commercial HVAC
• Bathroom Remodeling

!

506 Jonestown Road, Jonestown

(717) 865-0678

Mon.-Thurs. 9-8; Fri.-Sat. 9-9; Sun. 12-5

Treated Fuel,
Competitive Prices,
Friendly Service.

99

$

Performance
Tune-up

Complete Installation

When Installing Both New
Heating And Cooling Equipment

Residential Gas Furnace,
Air Conditioners & Heat Pumps
Delta T PHC • 717-832-4124

200 OFF

$

Discount good with coupon only.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/2022.

Delta T PHC • 717-832-4124

Discount good with coupon only.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 7/31/2022.

RELIABLE – EFFICIENT

PO Box 268
Bethel, PA 19507

717-933-4368
www.dreschersfueloil.com
16 July

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING
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320 Plaza Dr., Palmyra PA 17078
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www.allmetalroofs.com

Agricultural and Construction Repairs
Compact Tractors,
Skid Loaders,
Trailers
• Tires
• Clutches
• Engines
• Hydraulics
• Transmissions
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Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

Jonestownag.com

OFFICIAL
INSPECTION
STATION

Monday thru Friday
7:00-5:30
Saturday 7:00 - 2:00
July 17

Tragedy of William Lebo’s passing is a
story Lebanon doesn’t want to forget
He was a solid man. He was a simple
man. He was a strong man.
He was a good man. He was the kind of
man who leaves a void.
He’d do anything for you, and expect
nothing in return. He always placed the
interests of others ahead of his own, at
home and on the job.
Bill Lebo was also a good cop. Those two
aren’t always related, but it certainly helps.
Three months ago, Lebo lost his life in
an obscure northeast corner of the city,
doing what he always did.
It was a tragic death and a heroic
death. And while it may have also been
a random one, it wasn’t a completely
shocking one given the fabric of the man,
the altruistic way he led his life and the
state of the world.

A grateful Lebanon community still
hasn’t fully recovered from Lieutenant
William D. Lebo’s passing on that late
Thursday afternoon in March. The
emptiness within the brotherhood of
the Lebanon City police department
continues to linger.
For Lora Lebo, every day is a struggle,
one filled with the kind of pain that can
only come from a profound absence.
We are all a little better off because of
Bill Lebo, but our existences are emptier
without him.
“He was so kind and gentle,” Lora, Bill’s
widow of 13 years, said. “He was softer
in private than people could believe possible. He was extremely ethical, like ‘no
short cuts and we’re doing this the right
way.’ Our marriage vows meant some-

thing to us and that came from a larger
sense of ‘you’ve got to do what’s right.’
“‘You just sit there and look pretty. I’ll
take care of the rest,’ That was his famous
line,” Lora continued. “He always insisted
on walking and taking with people. He
knew more people in this city than I had
any clue about. He was always about not
going to violence, negotiating and talking
it out.”
When Lebo was shot and killed responding to a call in March, he became
the first Lebanon city police oﬃcer to die
in the line of duty in 119 years. A 40-yearveteran of the force, Lebo, 64, was just 30
days away from his scheduled retirement
date of May 1.
“He said to me, ‘It’s Lebanon. What
could happen? I’m going to retire in a
month,’” Lora said through tears during an
exclusive interview with Go Local Magazine.
“You never think… If you thought about
what could happen, it would be paralyzing,
and you couldn’t live your life. We were
planning a cruise through the Panama
Canal, and now I’m going to go as a third
wheel. We had plans.
“It was just random,” Lora added. “It
could’ve happened to anybody, and it
doesn’t matter if it’s been a hundred
years since a city policeman has been
killed on the job. But we’d like it to be
another 100 years.”
Lebanon Police Lieutenant Eric Sims
said, “Bill was a friend of mine, who always liked giving back to the community.
He always took good care of his friends.
He was always quick to pick up the tab.
“I think a fundamental part of being a
good police oﬃcer is being a good man.

Lora Lebo, the wife of slain police Lt. William Lebo, is shown here in their home, sitting
near his urn and glasses. Lt. Lebo died on duty 30 days from retirement from Lebanon PD.

18 July
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Bill was both. He was a good man and
a good police oﬃcer.”
Thursday, March 31, 2022 started
out like any other day. Lebo had been
switched to second shift to cover for
another oﬃcer.
He hadn’t been gone long when
Lora’s phone rang.
“He kissed me ‘goodbye’ and said, ‘I
love you,’” Lora recalls. “Then my phone
rings and I see it’s (Lebanon City Police
chief) Todd Breiner, but I didn’t answer
it right away. Then the doorbell rang, and
it was another police oﬃcer, the chaplain
and a crisis worker, and they told me. Immediately, I don’t know what I was thinking, but I started to call people.
“I had them go and get his (Bill’s)
mother and bring her here,” Lora continued. “Then I said, ‘I want to see him.’
I went to the hospital and I talked to the
district attorney. She said, ‘I’m not going to stop you, but you’ve got to know
there’s a lot of blood. It’s your choice.’ But
I chose not to remember him that way.”
“Yes, it is dangerous,” said Sims, who
began the Lebanon City Police Department portion of his career under Lebo’s
watch 16 years ago. “Is it always as dangerous as it was on March 31? No. We do
run into dangerous situations, but we’re
well-trained. This one had a different ending. You always have to look out for that
0.1 percent.”

Lt. William Lebo and three other officers, Derek Underkoﬄer, Ryan Adams
and Chris McCarrick responded to a domestic
disturbance call at a residence in the 1100 block of
Forest Street. Reportedly,
when the oﬃcers entered
the home, they were met
with gunfire from an alleged intruder.
The suspect was killed
and two other oﬃcers suffered non-life-threatening
injuries from the crossfire.
Lora Lebo has chosen
not to seek out details from
the incident that claimed
her husband. The investigation is still ongoing.
“That’s not important
to me,” Lora said. “I will
be sitting down with the
district attorney and going over the final report,
and if I have any questions, I will find
out then. I haven’t talked with any of the
These are some of Lora Lebo’s favorite photos of her husband, Bill. Second from right on the
top row is Lora with Bill dressed in his alter ego, the Bologna Ranger.
continued on page 22
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Wine Is Best
Served
With Friends

Please Join Us For Our Monthly

Sip & Shop
Every Second Friday

Upcoming
Sip & Shops
Professional Lawn and Landscape Services.

Locally Owned and Operated. Over 20 Years of Experience.
717-507-7702
Annville, PA

www.eckenrodelandscape.com

Adult
Art
Classes

JULY 8TH
AUG. 12TH
SEPT. 9TH
OCT. 14TH
NOV. 11TH
DEC. 9TH

Come and enjoy good friends,
Wine & Shopping!
Weekly Register to Win! 25% OFF 4PM - 8PM

29 S. Market Street, Elizabethtown, Pa 17022

Mary Bolduc
seamstress

Assisting you with
all of your sewing,
hemming and
minor alteration needs.

•Bob Ross Oil Painting
•Chalk Paint Furniture Refinishing
•Stained Glass Mosaics •Pen & Ink Drawing
•Watercolors and Much More
Complete Class Schedule at www.3summerarts.com

mtbolduc@gmail.com

3 Summer Arts Studio

14 Park Ave.,
Mt. Gretna, PA 17064

(717)-224-1450

717.964.3330

Shop Local!
Serving the public
since 1881
Hardware • Paint

717-533-6252

1805 E. Chocolate Ave.
Hershey, PA
20 July
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Did You Get Caught?

The Affordable
Transmission
Specialist

Do You Feel Would You Like To
Like This? Feel Like This?

AIR CONDITIONING RECOVERY
& RECHARGE SYSTEM

All Repairs & Services Performed By Licensed AC Technicians.
The

Call for details!

Offering over 36 years of
experience and quality service.

, LLC

1223 Chestnut St
Lebanon, PA 17042
Phone:717.273.9944
Fax: 717.273.8674

Classic Quality Automotive Care

33 SOUTH WHITE OAK STREET, (REAR), ANNVILLE
Monday-Friday 8 A.M.-5 P.M., Sat. By Appt.

www.theautohut.com

717-867-1864 • 1-800-586-7006

Specializing In Automatic and
Manual Transmissions For:
Cars, Trucks, 4wd, RVs
Foreign & Domestic
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www.scottstrans.com

Owner/Operator has years of experience to
achieve the best result and provide the
ultimate in customer service!

$

Money Saving Coupon
Valid through August 31, 2022

20%
OFF

In-store coupon only. Not
valid on church supplies,
curriculum, or LifeWay Bible
studies. Other restrictions
may apply. See store for
details. Limit one coupon per
customer. Limited to stock
on hand.

Any One Non-Sale Item

J.O.Y. BOOKSTORE
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• Competitive Pay • Free Health Insurance
• Free Life Insurance
• Overtime and Holiday Pay
• 401K Retirement Fund • Paid Sick Days
• Paid Vacation • Paid Daily • Reliable Pay

600

Sign On
Bonus

Patriot Home Care will help you with your
personal & household needs so you can stay
comfortably at home.
A family member or friend can be your caretaker
and receive full benefits from us.
If you have state insurance, this service could be
provided to you at no cost.

For more
information, call:

(717) 406-2537
Español (717) 592-1769
July 21
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other oﬃcers. I’ve met with them, but
I didn’t ask them ‘What happened?’ or
‘Who did what?’ My conversations with
them have been centered around, ‘Go out
and do good things and then come back
and tell me about them.’
“Bill was extremely particular,” Lora
explained. “When he left the house, he
would also put his uniform and accessories in a backpack and walk to work. Then
he’d pull out his uniform and put it on at
the station. He would never tell me stories about his shift. He asked me about
my day and we talked about other things.
He protected me. He recognized my outlook on the world and he didn’t want me
to know what he faced.”
“Any time a community loses a police
oﬃcer, it doesn’t matter if it happened
yesterday or a hundred years ago,” said
Sims. “It’s a reminder that our duty is very
dangerous, and we take it very seriously.”
It was during an emotional drive home
from Lehigh Valley Hospital in Allentown
to Lebanon, while retrieving the body of

22 July

her fallen husband, that Lora Lebo decided on funeral arrangements. With
thousands of first-responders and wellwishers lining the route, Lebo reached the
conclusion that a private service should
be foregone in favor of a more public ceremony at Hershey’s Giant Center.
Thousands attended, including police
oﬃcers from across the nation.
“When we got to the hospital, there
was no one there,” Lora said. “But when
we brought him home, I looked out the
window and there were hundreds and
hundreds of first-responders and police officers lined up along the road. During the
procession, on every single overpass, without exception, there were flags draped.
And when I came into town, I was stunned.
“That’s when it hit me,” Lora continued. “That’s when I realized, ‘He’s gone.
It’s real.’ That’s the day I will never forget.
It was overwhelming.”
The Lebanon community has really
come together and rallied around Lora
and her family. With numerous fund-

raisers, tributes and personal correspondence, it is Lebanon’s way of showing
support for the inconsolable.
“It was completely shocking to me,”
Lora said. “I feel like I’m 100 percent
supported by the community. I’m overwhelmed by every single kind act. I am
just grateful.
“On his birthday, some little kid came
up to our house and put a card through
our mail slot,” Lora continued. “I had
no idea who it was. The community has
thought of things even before I could. I
think a lot of people underestimate this
town. But Bill didn’t.”
“Everybody is different and everyone
has their own opinions,” said Sims. “The
outpouring of support from the community that the Lebanon city police department has received has been unbelievable.
We feel the community in Lebanon has
our back, and we appreciate that.”
Lebo grew up in Ono and graduated
from Northern Lebanon High School.
In the early 1980s, Bill Lebo was in his
early 20s and working at a local auto body
shop when he experienced a revelation.
He chose law enforcement over a stint in
the United States Navy.
“He just wanted a solid job, to serve
his community and earn a pension,” Lora
said. “He wanted to make sure he could
take care of his family. He loved Lebanon so much that when we got married,
he talked me into coming here to live.
This (Bill’s passing) has brought people
together in a way that hasn’t been seen
in decades. This is the way communities
should behave.”

Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

WDL
MEMORIAL
FOUNDATION

THE WILLIAM D. LEBO MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
GROW LEBANON GROWING LEADERS GROWING THE FUTURE

The mantel in Lora Lebo’s home holds commemorations of her husband Bill’s police service and how his memory was honored recently when
he died in the line of duty. Lora has started a foundation in his name. The foundation’s logo is inset, lower left of this photo.

“Bill spent 40 years on the job,” said
Sims. “Back in the day 40 years ago, it was
a different time and things were done differently. He was old-school. He was very
meticulous. And he was always good to
the guys on his shift.”
While the Lebos’ relationship may
have originated from a love-at-first-sight
encounter, a good thing came to those
who waited. Bill and Lora Lebo were married on March 28, 2009.
“My best friend started dating his
brother, and the first time I met Bill was
in 1984,” Lora said. “But he was too old
for me, and life moved on. Bill got divorced in 2003, but I had just started dating someone else. When we broke up, a
couple of weeks later, Bill and I went on
our first date, and he proposed.”
Recently, Lora founded the William
D. Lebo Memorial Foundation, as a way
to honor and remember her husband’s

Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

legacy and as a way to keep herself occupied during the long and on-going grieving process. Under the tagline ‘Grow
Lebanon. Growing leaders. Growing the
future.’ the foundation is seeking to enhance the city’s downtown, provide scholarships for children of Lebanon County
first responders and to partner with other
organizations to make Lebanon a better
place to live, all supported through a variety of fund-raisers.
“The foundation has helped me process,
it’s helped me find some purpose,” Lora
said. “I want people to know all of Bill. I
don’t want him to be pigeon-holed. For
me, it’s definitely been a day-to-day, an
hour-to-hour struggle. I’m trying to find
my new normal. It’s going to be very hard,
but I’ve got to find the positives in this.”
“We had a horrible event happen in the
city of Lebanon, and we’re still mourning
today,” Sims said. “But we will always be

there for the Lebanon community. We are
here to serve the community and keep it
safe. After the event, we were very quick
to be back on the streets and be there for
the community.”
Bill Lebo wouldn’t have had it any
other way.

Jeff Falk
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The American ﬂag ﬂies at Indiantown Gap National
Cemetery Memorial near Annville, PA.
by Andrew Weidman

Snapshot

24 July
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Shop Hummelstown

BEST GROOMING
in all of Hummelstown,
with 30 years experience!

All Pups have 24/7
indoor & outdoor access!
Kennels & Grooming

Temp controlled for comfort.
Family owned & operated.

Dog & Cat Boarding and Grooming

717-566-0805 | alpinekennels-pa.com
alpinekennelsandgrooming@outlook.com

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK

Hummelstown Square is
the home to a fine men’s
fashion clothing and
haberdashery store.

Come
experienCe
8,000 Square Feet of

We have personalized service,
an in store tailor, and tux rentals
and sales.

ToyS!

Now accepting
women’s alterations

Family owned and operated
for over 35 years

(Saturday’s with tailor) or just
drop off.

22 East Main Street
Hummelstown PA 17036

Just minutes from Hershey & Harrisburg
@toysonthesquare22
@toysonthesquare

17 E. Main Street, Hummelstown

(717) 566-8987
Open Daily Tues.-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-5

717-566-6301

www.toysonthesquare.com

Voted Best Gift Shop by Harrisburg Magazine 9 out of the last 10 years!
15,000 square feet of the area’s most unique merchandise!

5 Shops Under One Roof

CANDLE SHOP

GIFT SHOP

HALLMARK SHOP

KITCHEN SHOP

BOUTIQUE

17 West Main Street – Hummelstown • (717) 566-2525
w w w. r h o a d s g i f t s . c o m
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Personalized
in-home
senior care
services

Solid Sheds & Garages, Built to
your Specs at Affordable Prices!

Rent to Own

with 36, 48 & 60 month terms.

Locally Built Sheds & Garages
Custom Orders Welcome

• Hardware • Stone • Paints & Stains • Gazebos
• Playsets • Craftsman Tools • Vinyl Fencing

Lebanon,
Annville
and
Surrounding
Areas
2043 Horseshoe Pike, Annville, PA 17003
(717) 832-2222 www.homeinstead.com/696

®

Full Line
of Rentals

TM

available at
Jono Hardware

®

®

RENTAL
P LACE
10781 Allentown Blvd., Jonestown • 1 Mi. W. of Rt. 22/72
Cloverleaf on Rt. 22 • www.jonohardware.com • 717-865-5060
®

April thru October
26 July
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Bicksler siblings’
Fredericksburg History book a labor of love
To say that the roots of Lee and Ruth
Bicksler’s family run deep into the soil of
Fredericksburg is an understatement.
Their family ancestors settled in
Meckville in Bethel Township, in what is
now Berks County, in the 1700s, before
the area was split into counties. Lee and
Ruth moved to Fredericksburg in 1955.
Lee drove a truck for College Hill Poultry
for 41 years.
Together they raised five children:
Bonnie, Gerald (“Butch,” who passed
away in 2015), Kathy, Larry and Terry.
Lee passed away in 2009.
The small-town lifestyle and the memories Fredericksburg provided the Bicksler kids gave them a love for the town
that goes beyond a general fondness for
where they grew up.
Of the five, only one has moved far
away; and the other three live there or
very close by (Jonestown). Two are avid
collectors of Fredericksburg memorabilia.
And as of March, the surviving four
children of Lee and Ruth are authors of
Fredericksburg’s first hardback, published history book: “Fredericksburg,

Lebanon County, Pennsylvania: The history, stories & photographs of the village
of Fredericksburg, Pennsylvania (formerly Stumpstown) including the communities of Hamlin and Shirksville.”

A family project

“We started talking about a book in
2013,” Kathy Bicksler Stouffer, the lead
sibling on the book effort and the only
out-of-state (Arizona) resident in the
family said during a sit-down at the Fredericksburg Bowling Center.
“Now that everyone’s retired, it
seemed like a good idea. No reason not
to,” Bonnie, the oldest and a long-time
educator at North Lebanon School
District, said.
Kathy retired as an occupational therapist last year, and was the one to set the
assignments and enforce the agreed-upon deadlines.
The Bowling Center itself is a family
thing, first owned by Butch, who willed
it to Bonnie when he died. Bonnie didn’t
want it, so she sold it to Terry for a dollar. Terry and Bonnie are both Fredericksburg memorabilia collectors, and

the Bowling Center reflects it. There are
posters, signs, floor mats and other collectibles for the vintage-feel that reflect
many of the businesses and teams of the
town’s past.
Another impetus to start work on the
book was Kathy finding out that Michael L.
Strauss, the principal owner of Genealogy
Research Network and an accredited genealogist, was doing research on the Strauss
Hotel in Fredericksburg at the same time.
The Strauss Hotel, now the Fredericksburg
Eagle Hotel, was owned by his great-great
grandfather, Percival Strauss.
Strauss and the Bickslers agreed to
collaborate for the history book.
When it came to resurrecting the old
days, the Bickslers had it covered.
“We didn’t need too much in terms of
memorabilia if you see what these people
had,” Kathy said of her siblings.
When Terry built his house, he had planned
one dedicated room for his Fredericksburg
collection, but his sisters let it spill that he has
since branched into at least one more room.
“Bonnie’s just as bad,” Terry was quick to say.
The brother and sister often attend

The published authors and Bicksler siblings are, from left: Bonnie Bicksler, Kathy Stouffer, Larry Bicksler and Terry Bicksler.
Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area
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The assignments

28 July

The founder

The abbreviated version
of the founder’s story is that
Stump was born in presentday Schaefferstown, and was a
businessman and merchant on
the Schaefferstown square. At
that time, he bought plots and
laid out the land that would
become Stumpstown (later
Fredericksburg).

Offering Next Level
Skincare
Massage
Acupuncture

103 S Center St,
Fredericksburg, PA 17026

717-507-5363
bluedoor.glossgenius.com

★ LIVE MUSIC ★ GREAT FOOD ★ COLD DRINKS ★ DAILY SPECIALS ★ WEEKLY SPECIALS

The Fredericksburg
Eagle Hotel
Dating back to the early 1800’s

Call us for your Catering needs: 717.813.7581
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

Great Food ★ Cold Drinks
★ Family Friendly ★
Daily Specials ★
Weekly Specials ★

★
★

www.fredericksburgeaglehotel.com
101 East Main Street, Fredericksburg, PA 17026

717.865.4672

★ N E E D C AT E R I N G C A L L U S @ 7 1 7 . 8 1 3 . 7 5 8 1 ★ F O U R - S E A S O N D E C K ★ V ET E R A N O W N E D ★

When Kathy separated the
book into sections and gave
out the assignments, the topics fell naturally.
Larry was given local sports
history, which was fitting since
he had spent decades coaching basketball and baseball
teams in the community. He
was on Fredericksburg’s Junior Legion baseball team as a
kid, part of the 1971 Lebanon
County League and Section 2
Championship team.
Bonnie was given education history in the community,
having been in education her
entire career. She taught two
years of health and physical education at Northern Lebanon
High School before going 25
years as the in-school suspension teacher, and finishing as
principal at Lickdale Elementary for a short time and then
assistant principal at the high
school, before retiring in 2013.
Terry was given the history
of businesses in Fredericks-

burg, being a business owner
himself. He worked for College
Hill Poultry in Fredericksburg
when he was younger and
then worked many years for
Hershey’s chocolate in the Reese’s and West Hershey plants
before retiring in 2021. Most
of the Bicksler kids worked at
a chicken-related business in
Fredericksburg at one time,
primarily College Hill Poultry
when they were younger. The
poultry business has always
been and remains a key piece
of Fredericksburg’s economy.
Kathy, who was the Fredericksburg Fire Queen in 1973,
and the Lebanon County and
Pennsylvania Poultry Queen
in 1974, took “everything
else” in the book. For her, the
hardest chapter to write was
on Fredericksburg’s founder,
Frederick Stump.
The family leader/deadline
enforcer for the book work was
nothing if not thorough in her
research, as were all the rest.
But for Kathy, the founder
story wasn’t as uplifting as she
might have liked. She spoke
with a person who had done
their master’s thesis on Frederick Stump and the Stump
Family bible, and Kathy also
went to Nashville, where Fredericksburg’s founder became
one of the original settlers.

★ www.fredericksburgeaglehotel.com ★ ON-LINE ORDERING ★ 7 17.865.4672 ★

auctions together, and if they
find great stuff in a box they
win, they split it, like the wool
baseball uniform with a bright
green “Fredericksburg” emblazoned across the front: one
took the shirt and one took
the pants.
In her research prior to
starting the book, Kathy
learned that the only other
written accounts of Fredericksburg history were a 12page spiral bound book, and
three history presentations
that were written out by a local historian.
For a family so intrigued by
the past of their beloved town,
it didn’t seem enough.

LIVE MUSIC ★ GREAT FOOD ★ COLD DRINKS ★ DAILY SPECIALS ★ WEEKLY SPECIALS
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Stump then lost his home and business to financial diﬃculties, and settled
on land he claimed he bought from The
Six Nations near Fort Augusta. Because
that land could not be purchased or settled without permission of the King, Colonial Pennsylvania Governor John Penn
had Stump chased from the land and his
cabin and crops burned in 1766.
In 1768, Stump and his servant are
said to have killed six Indians in Stump’s
home in Cumberland County, and four
more the next day, including two girls
and an infant. He was jailed in Carlise,
but escaped with the help of 80 supporters. It was then that Stump, according to
one version, headed south.
He ended up in Georgia, started a business and fought in the Revolutionary war.
He was taken prisoner in the war and sent
to Florida. He escaped there, and upon
finding his property and business holdings
in Georgia burned, he went to Tennessee
and became one of the original settlers of
Nashville.
Stump died at the age of 97, known as
a successful tavern owner and respected
veteran of the Revolutionary War, as well
as a local justice, leaving a substantial estate behind.
While Stump may have fooled the residents of the newly established town of
Nashville, his role of establishing Freder-

Dick Winters of the Band of Brothers bought a farm behind Fredericksburg in 1951 with his wife, Ethel.
Winters, right, is shown here at a book signing with Farmer’s Wife Restaurant Owner Dick Light.

icksburg came before his life of crime on
Indian land, and in Cumberland County.
(The Bickslers’ history book has a lot more
detail about Stump’s adventures.)

Fredericksburg Fun

If you didn’t grow up in Fredericksburg, or if you haven’t spent any time
there, the purpose of gathering all the
history and the photos is clearly spelled
out in the book, including an entry by Julie Knapp Ditzler called “Golden Days in
Fredericksburg.”
She recalls the treasured memories
of a town “big enough to provide plenty
of adventures, yet small enough to remain familiar and safe;” the town’s love
of baseball whether played by local junior
legion teams or listened to on radios on
front porches; childhood summers at Li-

on’s Park, with the playground activities
in the morning and pool time in the afternoon; throwing confetti during the Halloween parade on the square; wintertime
sledding down the hill in front of the old
college, or even in the roads back before
every road was plowed; hunting Easter
eggs in Lions park with hundreds of other children; and marching with Sunday
school classes in white shirts and dark
slacks or skirts at Cedar Hill Cemetery in
the Memorial Day Parade
There are also several fun historical
facts in the book that came out when the
Bickslers did research for the book. Here
are just a few of them:
• Baseball legend Babe Ruth got his
hair cut once in Fredericksburg;
• Ken Boyer played for the College Hill

rating 75 Years!
Celeb

• 24 Hour Towing • Service Center • Propane
• Full & Self-Serve Gas • Car Wash & RV & Truck Bay

y
Speedwa
MART

CAR WASH

CAR WASH & TRUCK BAY

717-865-2971

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 6am-9pm Sat. & Sun. 7am-9pm
PO Box 6, 1 Speedway Drive, Fredericksburg, PA 17026 • www.derichardgarage.com
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Chicks baseball team – and was Major League Baseball’s Na- ical Society, (717-272-1473) which has the ability to ship the book
tional League MVP in 1964;
to out-of-town buyers.
• Local ball player Larry Grimes hit a double oﬀ of Satchel
The Bicksler siblings will also be hosting another book signing in
Paige while playing for the College Hill Chicks;
the fall, which will be promoted locally.
• Patsy Cline once sang in Fredericksburg;
• Dick Winters (Band of Brothers) bought a farm north of
Fredericksburg; and
• One of the Hallmark Fire Brigade Series (Christmas Tree
ornaments) is a Fredericksburg fire truck.

A moment in time

The thing about writing a book is there comes a time when
you have to stop writing and send it to print. There are things
you still wish you found or included.
For the Bicksler siblings, one of those missing things is a
photo of the Grove Hill Mansion in its heyday.
There are some things they didn’t realize they’d missed
until the book was out and things were pointed out to them.
That’s why there’s a four-page addendum, called “Additions
and Corrections” that has been sent out to every known buyer
and comes with every future purchase of the history book.
The addendum includes some additional photos, some information that was missed, and some additional information or
clarifications that were learned after publishing, and what
page that information belongs on in the print book.
The book is readily available at the Lebanon County Histor-

This 4-ton cannon from Port Clinton near
Philadelphia was dedicated at
Cedar Hill Cemetary on July 4, 1903.

Andrea Rich

Bowling Parties
in Fredericksburg!

120
$
160 3
$

The Fredericksburg Bowling
Center has been a fixture in
downtown Fredericksburg
since the 1940’s.

for 2 hours or

for
hours

Limit of 15 children under 12.

Includes bowling and shoes
With four lanes and a 50’s
theme the bowling alley still has
league play and is available for
private parties.

Bring your own food and drinks!

We have tables, hot dog roller and refrigerator!
Children’s parties must have 2 designated adults.

No public walk-in bowling!

4 weeks advance reservation is helpful.

League Bowling Tuesday and Friday,
September thru March.
Don't let the lack of a downpayment stop you
from buying your first home...
3016 S Pine Grove St. 1690 North 7th St. 450 Isabel Dr. 7635 Lancaster Ave.
Fredericksburg
Mt. Aetna
Lebanon
Lebanon
717-202-2255
717-202-2239
717-202-2252
717-202-3978

30 July

Fredericksburg Bowling Center
103 E. Main St., Fredericksburg, PA 17026
mortgagesmadesimple.com

Call for details! 717-304-7617
Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

Barber Fred “Tut” Lauer, left, gave Babe Ruth a haircut
in Fredericksburg in March 1931.

Mr. Schnatterly’s School, built in 1929 on the corner of Market and Mechanic
streets. Today it is known as the Eby House.

S. Liebowitz & Sons was a garment factory at 119 S. Center St. from 1946-1955.

John Henry Lick, 1818-1891,
paid to have the
Schuylkill Seminary and the
Soldiers Monument built in
Fredericksburg as well as the
Lick Chapel and Mausoleum at
Cedar Hill Cemetary.

Bethel Township High School, dedicated in 1894. Graduated the Classes of 1916 through 1953.
Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area
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The Fredericksburg Band in 1913 in front of Kirst & Son at 111 W. Main St. The band was chartered in 1909.

1860 Map of Fredericksburg. From the Collection of the Library of Congress.
32 July
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Let us help with your Spring
Remodeling needs
LEBANON
VALLEY
an

w

s

L
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BEST OF THE

e
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• Windows • Doors • Kitchen • Bath
• Sliding • Shutters • Railings • Countertop

Your local home center for building,
remodeling, supplies & installation
Stop by our showroom
Family Owned & Operated For Over 40 Years

101 E. Pine Street, Cleona

Wengert’s
HOME CENTER
Get a Quick Quote

License #PA008812

(717) 273-8131

North Lincoln & Pine Streets
Mon.-Fri. 8-5pm;
Sat. 8am-12 Noon; Closed Sun.

www.wengertshomecenter1.com

RAISING THE
INDUSTRY
STANDARD

HELPING YOU STAY
IN THE HOME YOU LOVE.
Your home is where great memories are created.
ProCare@Home will provide solutions for your mobility
and accessibility needs. From simple and inexpensive
threshold ramps to safe bathing solutions, and navigating
stairwells to grab bars and stability devices, ProCare
helps you stay in the home you love.

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning
We Are A Local, Family
Owned, Growing,
Small Business!
CALL FOR
SERVICE OR AN
ESTIMATE TODAY!

759 Flory Mill Road, Lancaster, PA 17601
Ph 855-528-0421 | Fx 877-528-0421

www.procare-home.com
Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

717-317-0122
1244 East Main St., Annville, PA 17003

precisioncoolingheating.com
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FOR ALL YOUR
LANDSCAPING
NEEDS!
•Metered Concrete
•Decorative Stone
•Red, Black or Natural Mulch
•Decorative & Crushed Stone
•Septic Tank Cleaning
•Coal: Bulk or Bagged

PICK-UP OR
DELIVERY
AVAILABLE!

Collins
Trucking

ar
st Ye
1
3

2022 Summer Concert Series

JULY Concerts

July 3: Celtic Martins
July 10: Triumphant Quartet
July 17: Servant Stage Company
July 24: Legacy Quartet
July 31: National Christian Choir

COLEMAN PARK AMPHITHEATER

Serving The Lebanon Valley And Surrounding Area Since 1990

717-274-3131

www.collinstruckinginc.com

NORTH SIDE OF LEBANON ON ROUTE 72

www.musicinthepark.net
SUNDAYS at 6:00 PM

Offering Taken - Bring Lawn Chairs
Food Service available!

musicintheparkoflebanonpa

Central PA’s Oldest and Largest Family Owned Auction House
Online Weekly Auctions, Specialty Sales, Real Estate
& Land Auctions Selling to Over 80,000 Worldwide
Viewers Every Week

Voted Best of Lebanon County for Over 8 Years.

20142015 2016 2017 201820192020
Celebrating 95 Years of Excellence and Trusted Ser vice
CALL 717.272.7078
www.kleinfelters.com
34 July
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Upgrade ‘Taco Tuesday’ with Turkey Taco Peppers
If ‘Taco Tuesday’ is a tradition in
your house, but you’re getting tired
of the same old thing, one way to mix
things up is to replace certain ingredients with something unique that brings
a new flavor profile and a healthier twist
to your taco.
Meet turkey taco peppers—a low-carb,
low-fat version of traditional ground beef
tacos that gives you all of the delicious
flavors you love about tacos in a new format! This recipe replaces 85/15 ground
beef with 99% fat-free ground turkey,
saving about 100 calories and 11 grams
of fat per three-ounce serving. In addition, I swapped full-fat sour cream and
refried beans for light sour cream and
fat-free refried beans, to save even more
grams of fat.
The biggest change to traditional tacos
is the vessel where the ingredients get

stuffed. I loaded turkey taco meat inside
sweet bell peppers – an ingredient swap
that brings a whole new flavor dimension
to tacos.
While this recipe takes about 30 minutes to put together and 30 to 40 minutes
to bake, it’s a great recipe for weeknights.
Most of the steps are just waiting for
something to cook, and you don’t have to
necessarily “baby-sit” any pans too closely. Because I designed the recipe this way,
you can easily tackle other tasks while
dinner cooks, or just relax because you
deserve it!
The recipe starts with prepping your
peppers. After washing and drying them,
you’ll cut off the tops and discard the
seeds and ribs. Then rub oil on them and
season to your liking with salt and pepper.
I like to drizzle the oil inside the cleaned
peppers and rub it on the outside and in-

Turkey Taco Peppers Recipe
Ingredients:

Directions:

(4) Four large sweet bell peppers
1 lbs 99% fat-free ground turkey
(1) One packet of low-sodium
taco seasoning
2/3 cup of water
2 tsp. olive oil
(1) One 16-ounce can of fat-free
refried beans
1 cup reduced-fat Mexican
shredded cheese
½ cup light sour cream
4 tbsp. guacamole
1 cup shredded lettuce
½ cup diced tomato
¼ cup diced onion
Salt and pepper to taste

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees Fahrenheit. Line a baking pan with parchment paper and spray lightly with nonstick spray.
Wash and dry the peppers thoroughly.
Cut off about a ¼-inch from the top of
the pepper and remove the seeds and ribs
carefully with a spoon, ensuring the pepper stays intact.
Rub each pepper with a ½ tablespoon
of olive oil on the outside and inside. Season to your taste with salt and pepper.
Place each pepper on the prepared
baking pan. If the peppers don’t easily
stand up, carefully trim the bottom of
the pepper with a knife to make them
even. Set aside.

Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area

side of the peppers over my sink. After all
peppers are oiled, I salt and pepper them
over the sink as well to catch any drips or
extra seasonings.
After the peppers are prepped, you’ll
cook and season your ground turkey like
you’d cook ground beef for tacos. Then fill
each pepper halfway with taco meat and
refried beans. You’ll bake in the oven and
top with cheese closer to the end of the
cooking time.
You’ll likely also have taco meat and
refried beans leftover. You can either
save those to make taco salads for lunch
the next day, or freeze them for an easy
meal in the future. When done cooking,
you can either leave the peppers whole
and add toppings or cut them in half before adding toppings.
All that’s left is to enjoy this delicious
and healthier spin on an old favorite!

Heat a medium-sized frying pan on
medium heat on the stove and spray with
non-stick cooking spray. Add the ground
turkey, breaking it up into bite-size
pieces. Cook until you have a nice, even
brown hue with no pink, approximately
10-15 minutes.
Drain any grease from the pan. Add
water and seasoning mix and stir to combine. Turn heat down to low and let simmer, covered, for 3-5 minutes. Stir.
Fill each pepper about halfway with
the taco meat, using a spoon to pack it
down. Top with about two tablespoons
of refried beans. Place in the preheated
oven and bake for 30-40 minutes, until
peppers are slightly wilted. In the last
10 minutes, top each pepper with ¼ cup
shredded cheese.
July 35

Take peppers out of the oven and let cool slightly. Cut each
pepper in half, if desired. Top each one with two tablespoons sour
cream, one tablespoon guacamole, ¼ cup shredded lettuce, two
tablespoons diced tomato, and one tablespoon diced onion or desired toppings.

to

Peppers prepped for stufﬁng

Baked

Ready to be topped

There’s something
local for everyone.
Have Go Local mailed
to your home,
anywhere in the
continental U.S.

Don’t miss a
single issue.

Ready to Eat!

Nicky Bicksler is a bariatric surgery patient, obesity
advocate, and cheese lover.
She’s lost over 235 pounds and is now passionate about
helping other women make the permanent lifestyle changes
necessary to be successful with bariatric surgery.
For information, tips, and inspiration,
visit her at www.stopweightingstartdoing.com.
36 July

Call
Nicky Bicksler

717-273-8127

to schedule home delivery for only $35/year.
Go Local is published 12 times per year.
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Entrar

dólar gEnEral

¡Centro de distribución en Bethel Pa para comenzar su nueva carrera HOY!

¡nUEVaS tarIFaS dE PagO!
nO SE nECESIta EXPErIEnCIa.

Paga semanal.

ESTAMOS CONTRATANDO
Tiempo completo medio Tiempo

Semana laboral de 3 o 4 días

Centro de distribución de Bethel
Aplicar en línea hoy en:

www.dollargeneral.com/carreras
o envíe un mensaje de texto con DGWAREHOUSE al 25000
Lebanon Valley/Hershey Area
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OVER 50
YEARS IN
BUSINESS
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
• COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • AGRICULTURAL

• Basement Excavation
• Building Demolition
• Sewer & Water Services
• Land Clearing
• Site Preparation
• New Driveway
Installation
• Driveway Resurfacing
And so much more!

Hershey, PA | 717-367-3597
ebersoleexcavating@comcast.net

EBERSOLEEXCAVATINGINC.COM

Tues-Wed 9AM-6PM, Thurs-Fri 9AM-9PM, Sat 9AM-6PM

PA035667

We provide life
enrichment, a secure
and supportive
environment, and
assistance with
activities of
daily living.

100 N. Larkspur Dr., Palmyra, Pa 17078
717-833-4254
www.traditionsofhershey.com
38 July
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